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To make it firm was our employ.
While they endeavored to destroy.
On this spot ye might see, therefore.
Five hundred thousand shafts and more                                3^ 10
Which the trench-diggers handed thence
To those who fought in their defense 5
There ye might see on either part
Men of good courage and stout heart,
There ye might see men fall, roll under
Others, torn and ripped asunder 3
Fierce blows were dealt throughout the fight,
Which did not cease until the night.
THE  LANDING OF THE  PILGRIMS
Between the time when first the host
Laid siege to Acre upon the coast                                         3,120
And the holy feast of All Saints5 day^
I know, and oft I have heard say,
That men came thither without end,
Each one prepared his aid to lend.
The count of Ferrers 54 came, through whom
More than five score Turks met their doom j
He was an archer of such craft
That none could better speed a shaft ;
And Guy de Dampierre 55 came, the one
Who had such fair castles of stone5                                       3,130
The bishop of Verona56 came
Who had such good and honored fame.
And all these folk who had come thereto
Were martyrs and confessors, too.
For I dare say those of greatest ease
Suffered a martyr's miseries
54 William Ferrers, earl of Derby, arrived at Acre in n8<5 and died 1190 (Sied-
schlag-, English Crusaders, p. 126, no. 170).
55 Guy de Dampierre, an important baron of France, was one of the barons accused
of treason by Ralph of Biceto (p. gz). He held fiefs as vassal of the count of Cham-
pagne.
5SAdelardo Cattaneo, bishop of Verona 1188-1214, cardinal 1214-28.